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Looking for a way to finally introduce yourself to the new neighbour down the street? 
Are your kids begging you to get together with all of the other kids on the block? 
Whether you want to swap recipes or socialize with the neighbours, block parties are 
time-honoured traditions in neighbourhoods all across the country. A neighbourhood 
block party is an opportunity for neighbours to get together, meet each other and have 
fun! 
 
TOP 10 REASONS TO HAVE A BLOCK PARTY 

1. To have fun – no excuses or reasons are needed to celebrate! 
2. To meet your neighbours and welcome new ones. 
3. Knowing others in your neighbourhood and where they live improves community 

spirit and safety. 
4. To establish friendships. 
5. To increase the sense of belonging in your community. 
6. To plan other neighbourhood projects, that inspire community connection. 
7. To encourage neighbours to look after the neighbourhood and each other. 
8. To help with safety/crime prevention by knowing who lives where and who does 

not. 
9. To learn a little about each other and know who might need a little extra help 

from time to time. 
10. To start a neighbourhood tradition. 

 
As friendships grow, so do engaged, welcoming and inclusive neighbourhoods. 
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PLANNING YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD BLOCK PARTY 
THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN ORGANIZING YOUR EVENT 

 
Have Fun! 

 In this guide you will find a step-by-step process for planning your event, along 
with templates that can be used in your planning. 

 We have also included some suggested activities for your event, and 
considerations to make in order to provide an event that will be welcoming and 
inclusive for all people in your neighbourhood. 

 Finally, you will also find some ideas of other ways to connect with your 
neighbours and get involved in community actions and projects. 

 
Things to Consider 

 It is recommended to use a public space, as this will increase the likelihood of 
shared responsibility for the event. If your block party is on public land (such as a 
street or park), a block party permit is required by the Town of Redvers. 

 Other locations for hosting a block party may include a neighbour’s yard, pasture, 
garage, shop or at a local church or community hall. 

 Residents should observe security precautions by keeping houses and doors 
locked while at the event. 

 Be courteous. Loud amplification of music can be disruptive to others. 
 When setting up your event area and parking, ensure emergency vehicles have 

access. 
 Alcohol consumption is not permitted on roads or public property without 

permits as required by Saskatchewan Liquor and Gaming. 



 3 

1. GETTING STARTED 
 The idea of a neighbourhood block party is to bring neighbours together. It’s a 

good idea to find 1 or 2 neighbours to help you with the event. 
 One can take the “Lone Ranger” approach, and it can be a great event; however, it 

may make it more difficult to find someone else to organize it next year. 
 The first step is to create an organizing committee. It is important to include 

everyone in the decisions about the event. 
 If this is the first time you have organized the event, you may want to send out a 

flyer to explain what a Block Party is, encourage attendance, share some of the 
benefits of having a Block Party, and get opinions on how to handle the food. 

 Enlist as many neighbours as you can to help out. Someone can type the flyer; 
someone else can collect them. You may want to ask some of the kids to help drop 
the flyers off. 

 
2. TYPES OF BLOCK PARTIES 
Which type of Block Party will work best in your neighbourhood? 

 Barbecues — organizers purchase all that is needed and neighbours provide the 
money; everyone brings his or her own meat; 

 Picnics — everyone brings their own meal; 
 Pot luck — everyone brings one dish; 
 Catered — everyone shares the cost and the food is purchased; or 
 A combination of the above. 

 
Try not to go overboard! 

It can make people feel the event is too much work. Keep it simple! 
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3. HOW BIG TO MAKE IT 
 Start off with a small event rather than a large one. It can always grow, but it is 

hard to shrink it. 
 In selecting who to invite, use natural neighbourhood boundaries where possible 

(e.g., end of the block). If you are planning a street or cul-de-sac party, you need 
to invite everyone from that area. 

 Decide early and make it clear in your flyer if this will be a block party restricted 
to those on the street/block or whether people can invite friends/relatives (if yes, 
how many). 

 
4. LOCATION 

 Alley* 
 Street* 
 Park* 

*Because these locations are on public lands, a permit (no charge) is required.  
 
Other Options: 

 Neighbour’s Backyard 
 Community Hall 
 House or Garage (rainout) 
 Common Room in a Condo Unit 

 
It is recommended to use a public space, if at all possible. 

This will increase the likelihood of shared responsibility for the event. 
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5. PERMITS 
 If you wish to hold your Block Party on a street, road or in a park (public 

property), a permit (no fee) is required to be submitted to the Town of Redvers at 
least 2 weeks prior to the event (page 18 & 19). 

 If you would like to block traffic on sidewalks or roads in town, you first need to 
obtain written approval from the Town of Redvers to do so. This is to ensure that 
town residents can be informed of any street closures that may occur as a result of 
the Block Party. 

 Application must be made in person by a homeowner on the block. 
 Applicants will be asked to provide a petition signed by 100% of the residents 

within the barricaded area (page 20).  
 Petitions will include: name; address; and a signature of approval. 
 Block parties held in public parks do not require a signed petition from residents. 
 A map showing the location of the block party and the location of the temporary 

street closure will also be requested with the application. 
 As long as you do not plan on charging for food and it is only open to residences of 

the neighbourhood or block (not a public event), you will not require a food 
permit. The Public Health office will consider the event a private function or 
potluck.  

 
Guidelines: 

 Applicants must remain at the party until its conclusion. 
 Alcoholic beverages are not permitted on roads or streets without permits as 

required by Saskatchewan Liquor and Gaming. 
 Open fires are not permitted on roads or streets. 
 Emergency access is required at all times during the event (e.g., fire, ambulance or 

police vehicle/personnel). 
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6. THE TIMING TO GET THE EVENT PLANNED 
 For a first time block party, distribute the first flyer requesting feedback 4 to 5 

weeks before the event.  
 Adjustments may need to be made if a neighbour already has an event of their 

own planned. 
 Once the Planning Committee has looked at all the suggestions, the final flyer 

with date, time and what to bring should go out 2-3 weeks before the event. 
 Have an alternate rainout day planned, just in case. 
 Keep in mind who lives in the neighbourhood when setting the hours for the 

party. If young children or seniors are living near the party area, plan to finish by 
9:00 p.m. 

 
7. GETTING THE WORD OUT 
It is important to keep neighbours informed. Here are some ideas: 

 Flyers can be used with a request to drop off their suggestions for the event in your 
mailbox. 

 Information can be gathered from your neighbours by going door-to-door. This 
adds a personal touch and people often offer to help. 

 A casual approach can be used to inform neighbours as you see them out doing 
their lawns. 

 Neighbours can also be called on the phone. 
 To reach neighbours in townhouses, apartments and condos, it is best to approach 

the manager. They will let you know how to get in touch with the residents. 
 

Take every opportunity to talk it up in the neighbourhood 
as often as possible prior to the event.  
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8. ROLE OF THE ORGANIZERS 
 Make decisions about the set up. 
 Act as a greeter at the event. 
 Introduce new neighbours and help them make connections. 
 Make sure the clean-up is done.  

 
9. SET UP 

 Set up a sign-in book for records for the next year. It can help develop a contact list 
for the neighbourhood. 

 Name tags are important. 
 Decide what you want neighbours to write on their name tags (e.g., first and last 

names, house numbers). 
 Line up tables for the food and have a few garbage cans available. 
 Decide whether you will coordinate or everyone will bring their own: 

 Tables and chairs 
 Plates and cutlery 
 Cups 
 Beverages 

 If using BBQs, who will bring them? 
 Institute a bathroom policy “everyone to use his or her own”, so that home security 

is maintained. 
 Decide if pets are allowed. 
 Be ready to oversee the clean-up after the event. 
 You may wish to do an evaluation at the end of the event to collect any new ideas. 
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10. ACTIVITIES DURING THE EVENT 
What should we do during the event? 

 Visit and eat. Over the centuries, food has always had a very social component in 
societies. 

 Games for kids (some organized, some they can plan themselves). 
 Take time to introduce one another and point out each other’s house. This can be 

done in a game format. 
 Encourage the talent in your neighbourhood to come forward such as musicians or 

magicians. 
 Consider who will be attending your celebration; try to host activities that 

everyone can participate in. 
 Encourage intergenerational and intercultural participation. Communities thrive 

when we all celebrate together, across our lines of identity. 
 Ensure that the party is accessible for everyone, including individuals with 

mobility challenges. 
 

Allow the majority to determine the event. 
 

OTHER WAYS TO GET TO KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOURS  
Ideas for Summer Gatherings 

 Perennial exchange  
 Garden tour party  
 Group garage sale  
 Block/street clean up  

 
Ideas for Winter Gatherings 

 Street hockey—adults vs kids 
 Snowman building contest 
 Book club 
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FINAL REMINDERS 
 Neighbours should observe security precautions by keeping back doors locked 

and equipment in sight. 
 Loud music is prohibited. 
 You may wish to post signs the day before the event to remind everyone to remove 

cars for the street closure. 
 In hot weather, food spoils quickly: all perishables such as mayonnaise, salads or 

meats should be stored in coolers and be kept at the proper temperature. 
 Remember when you set up tables and chairs on the street, that emergency 

vehicles may need to have access to the area, so leave room. 
 Observe safety precautions for all activities. For example, keep barbecues away 

from activities for children. 
 
Why Connect with Your Neighbours? 
Connected neighbours leads to positive individual and community well-being; feeling 
safe; being engaged and having an overall sense of belonging. 
 
Neighbourhood Action 
When neighbours connect with each other, there is an opportunity to take collective 
action on an issue or project that will benefit all neighbours of the community. You can 
take a brief moment before the celebration to have a discussion, or plan for a community 
discussion group. 
 
Plan a clean up day, build a bench, plant a garden or paint street numbers as part of the 
Block Party activities, or as an activity for another day - be creative! 
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BLOCK PARTY PLANNING CHECK LIST 
 
A successful block party is not hard to have – it just takes a little motivation, a lot of 
cooperation, and a willingness to enjoy time with your neighbours. 
 

2 MONTHS PRIOR 
 Locate a couple of neighbours to help design the survey (if it’s a first time event) 
 Talk/deliver survey to neighbours to gauge interest. 
 Once the results are in, invite those interested to a planning meeting. 
 Planning Committee Meeting  

 Date: ______________________________ 

 Time: ______________________________ 

 Place: ______________________________ 

 Block Party Decisions 

 Party Date: ______________________________ 

 Party Time: ______________________________ 

 Rainout Alternatives: ______________________________ 

 Scope of Party - How big will it be? (cul-de-sac, neighbours sharing one 

block, neighbours sharing alleyway) ______________________________ 

 Location of Party (street/alley,/backyard/carport/park) _________________ 

 Type or Theme of Party (BBQ, Potluck) ______________________________ 

 Budget - How will the cost of supplies be covered?______________________  
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1 MONTH PRIOR 
 Follow-up Planning Meeting to discuss: 

 What’s been done 
 What still needs to be accomplished 

 Obtain permits if necessary 
 
2 - 4 WEEKS PRIOR 

 Send out invitations 
 Plan a couple of icebreaker activities 
 Plan games/activities for all ages and abilities 
 Get kids and teens involved in the planning and supervising 
 Arrange to have tables for food and activities that may require them 
 Arrange for BBQs, coolers, ice and water 
 Arrange for generators for power (if needed) 
 Arrange for garbage/recycling/compost bins (with replacement bags) and clean-

up supplies 
 Arrange for first aid kit(s), fire extinguisher(s) and make a site plan ensuring 

emergency access 
 Arrange for any barricades required for closing a street 
 Arrange for signs to be made and placed during the day of the event 
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1 WEEK PRIOR 
 Publicize party and include reminders that the street will be closed 
 Confirm arrangements for traffic barricades 

 
PARTY DAY 
Set-up 

 Designate the areas for BBQs, food, garbage/recycling/compost bins, sitting and 
games/activities 

 Set up the arrival area with greeters to welcome - provide directions and introduce 
people. Have a sign-in sheet and name tags. 

 After everyone has arrived, welcome everyone, announce the evenings events and 
any special announcements. 

 Have a neighbourhood contact sheet for people to sign up for future events or 
projects. 

 

Clean-up 
 Get everyone to help clean-up area before leaving. 
 Ensure all trash and garbage has been picked up and cleared away and that 

recycling and compost is taken to the proper places. 
 Take down street barriers. 

 
Have a great party! 
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RESPONSIBILITY LIST 
(for planning committee) 

 
Chair/Main Contact 

 Send out invitations 
 Answer questions 
 Organize planning meetings (if needed) 
 Get nametags 

 
Activities 

 Include games/activities/icebreakers for all ages: 
 Bicycle decorating contest 
 Water Balloon or Egg Toss 
 Four-Legged Race 
 Scavenger Hunt 
 Rent a Bouncy Castle 
 Hide and Seek 
 Face Painting – Remember to use non-toxic paint 
 Tattoo Station 
 Sidewalk Chalk 
 Sidewalk Paint (¼ cup water, ¼ cup + 2 Tbsp. cornstarch, food colouring) 
 Relay Races 
 Play Musical Chairs 
 Rent a Popcorn or Snow Cone Machine 

 Decide whether to offer prizes 
 Get kids & teens involved in planning & supervising 
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RESPONSIBILITY LIST CONTINUED 
(for planning committee) 

 
Food 

 Arrange tables for food, BBQ’s, coolers 
 Collect money for any group purchases (e.g., cutlery, plates, cups) 
 Food supplies (if needed) 
 

Permits 
Blocking off a street or alley 

 The Town of Redvers requires you have a permit if the Block Party is held on 
public property (streets, roads, parks) 

 Submit your permit at least 2 weeks prior to the event 
 Collect signatures from all homeowners within the barricaded area 
 Permits are available at no cost from the Town of Redvers Office 

 
Alcohol on Public Property 

 If you plan on allowing alcohol at your Block Party, contact Saskatchewan Liquor 
and Gaming to determine if a permit is required. 

 
Clean-up 

 Obtain garbage cans and replacement bags 
 Take down any signs that may have been put up 
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Date: ______________________________    
Time: ______________________________ 
Place: _____________________________ 
 

We are asking each family to bring: 
 Chairs or blankets to sit on 
 Meat or vegetarian food to barbecue for your family 
 1 salad and 1 dessert to share (make enough for 6 people) 
 Beverages for your family  
 Non-breakable plates, cups and cutlery for your family 
 Other ______________________________________________ 

 

Please note: You are responsible for meeting any special dietary needs of family members. 
 

In addition, do you have the following that could be used? 
 Barbecue 
 Tables 
 Coolers 

 

Please note that pets are not allowed. 
 

Do you have a talent that you would like to share with us? __________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Are you able to help with some of the “behind the scenes work”?  ____________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please return the bottom half of this flyer to: 
___________________________________ at ____________________________________  
 
Your Name _____________________________ Phone ______________________________  
Address ____________________________________________________________________ 
Number of People Attending: ______ (Adults) ______ (Teenagers) ______ (Children) 
Email ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
See you at the party! 
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HOW TO WELCOME YOUR NEW 
CANADIAN NEIGHBOUR TO THE BLOCK PARTY 

 
Many new Canadians want to meet their neighbours and make friends. Some are shy 
because they speak little or no English. It is important to make everyone feel at ease and 
to communicate clearly the purpose of a Block Party. 
 
Here are some suggestions that may help neighbours feel welcome: 

 If possible, knock on the door of a new Canadian with someone who speaks the 
language. 

 Be specific about what the expectations are. 
 Remember words like barbecue, face painting or pot luck may need to be 

explained. 
 If you are blocking off the street for the day, explain about street parking changes. 
 It may take more than one invitation for a new Canadian to feel comfortable 

attending a Block Party. One idea is to follow up in the weeks leading up to the 
party. 

 Assign a designated host to new families (long time Canadians or new Canadians) 
to make sure that neighbours meet and participate in the activities. 

 Make activities accessible to those with limited English language skills. 
 Ask about special cultural/religious diet or activity constraints. 
 Do your best to make everyone feel comfortable! 
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MEET ON THE STREET 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTY BINGO 

 
 
 
YOUR NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Find someone who fits the description and have THEM write their name in the square!! 

You will have 10 minutes to complete the task. 
 

Speaks a second 
language 

Wearing sandals Has a sister Has lived in Redvers 
more than 10 years 

Has more than 
2 children 

Likes to play golf Has freckles Has a great smile 

Wears glasses Grew up on a farm Born in another 
province 

Likes ice cream 

Plays a musical 
instrument 

Owns a boat Planted a garden Likes football 
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TOWN OF REDVERS 
NEIGHBOURHOOD BLOCK PARTY 

APPLICATION TO TEMPORARILY BLOCK STREET  
 
 
BLOCK PARTY POLICY 

 The applicant must make application to temporarily close the street or alley a 
minimum of two (2) weeks prior to the requested date of the block party. 

 The block party permit application can be picked up at the Town of Redvers office. 
 All information requested on the permit must be provided.  
 All households in the barricaded area must be in agreement with the temporary 

street closure. The attached petition must be signed by one person of majority age 
representing the household that is in agreement. 

 Block parties are only allowed on streets which are not major roads. 
 No alcohol is permitted on any portion of Town property without permits as 

required by Saskatchewan Liquor and Gaming. 
 Upon approval of the block party permit, the contact person will be notified and 

provided with an approved copy. 
 
 
LOCATION OF PARTY: _______________________________________________________ 
 
If located on the street, barricades will be set up: 

From: _____________________________________________ (Street, Avenue, etc.) 

To: _______________________________________________ (Street, Avenue, etc.) 

 

Date: ___________________________________________ 

Start Time: ______________________________________ 

Finish Time: _____________________________________ 

 
Type of barricade (if used): ________________________________________ 
 
 
APPLICANT 
Name ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ Postal Code _______________ 

Telephone _________________________ (home) _____________________________ (cell) 

Email ______________________________________________________________________ 
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IMPORTANT - READ PRIOR TO SIGNING 
 
In consideration of the granting of this permit, the Applicant agrees to save harmless and 
keep indemnified the Town of Redvers from all actions, causes of actions, claims and 
demands whatsoever which may be made against the Town in consequence of the 
granting of this permit or anything done thereunder by the Applicant, the Applicant's 
employees, or agents, and to pay the Town for all damages done to any pavement, 
sidewalk, curb and gutter, or for any damage to any property belonging to or under the 
control of the Town of Redvers, while used by the Applicant. 
 

 I agree that the placement of barricades will occur in a manner in which emergency 
access (fire, police, ambulance vehicles) is available at all time 

  
 
____________________________________________   ______________________ 
Signature of Applicant       Date 
 
 
Please attached a sketch of where the barricades will be set-up during the above stated 
hours.  
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TOWN OF REDVERS 
NEIGHBOURHOOD BLOCK PARTY PETITION 

 
Applicants will be asked to provide a petition signed by 100% of the residents within the 
barricaded area. 
 
We, the undersigned residents, agree to block off _________________________________ 

(name of street, avenue, etc.) from _____________________ (street, avenue, etc.) to 

_________________________ (street, avenue, etc.) between the hours of ______________ 

and ________________ on __________________(date) for the purpose of holding a block 

party. 

 
All households in the blocked area must be in agreement with the block party. The 
attached petition must be signed by one person of majority age representing each 
household that is in agreement. 

Name (Print) Address 

I consent to having my street blocked off for 
the purpose of the aforementioned  

Signature 

      

      

      

      

      

      


